Transcript: Employment story - Natalie
My name is Natalie, and I'm a lawyer. My favourite part of being a lawyer is the part that made me want to do it as a child. I really like to help people at their worst time. When I was in year three, I had a friend who was in detention. I took it upon myself, so eight-year-old me, to write a letter to the reception to the year three coordinator, saying why he should not be in detention. So yes, it was always sort of in me.
If I think about what my job has given me, it has giving me routine, interaction with others, it's giving me confidence, and it's given me money. So you know, without confidence, maybe I wouldn't have gone and met, like, an amazing guy. Without money, I would not have built a house. With a job, you really do get to say, OK, so I have all these skills, and I do all these things, and I get money, which is great, because that helps me move ahead in life, and now I can focus on other things.
My education, in terms of both secondary and tertiary education, were my golden ticket. Absolutely. I knew that if I wanted to do what I had always dreamed of being, that I would have to blaze the trail. I was the only one in not only my cohort, but in the five years of law school that was in a wheelchair at all. You know, no one said to me, Natalie, you can't be a lawyer. In fact, everyone was quite supportive in words of encouragement throughout my studies.
But the environment said otherwise. You know, we have a Supreme Court building that has a flight of steps up to it. You know, we have bar tables in courtrooms that I can't physically get into. It has provided me with a lot of opportunity to be an advocate for reform. I have been fortunate enough to be recognized in that advocacy through the award of, you know, Australian Young Lawyer of the Year, and SA Young Lawyer of the Year.
Being in the workforce, and just living your life, you will lead by example. People need to be exposed to it. You know, they need to have their unconscious views challenged. And if you just get on and live your life, you will challenge them. And it usually, in my experience, turns out to be something pretty great. For sure.
